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Strathcona  and  Beehive  natural  areas 
dedicated  as  part  of  Wildlife  '87  program 


Two  natural  areas  -  one  near  Sherwood 
Park,  the  other  in  southwestern  Alberta  - 
were  recently  dedicated  as  part  of  the  on- 
going observation  of  Wildlife  '87,  a  nation- 
al program  celebrating  100  years  of  wildlife 
conservation  in  Canada.  A  third  site, 
bordering  St.  Albert,  has  been  designated  a 
natural  area  under  the  program. 

The  quarter  section  of  treed  parkland 
five  km  south  of  Sherwood  Park  has  been 
held  as  a  natural  area  by  the  provincial 
government  since  1971.  With  good  wildlife 
habitat  and  recreational  trails,  the  site  is 
well  suited  for  hiking,  skiing  and  nature 
observation. 

Unveiling  a  commemorative  plaque  at 
the  site,  Hon.  Don  Sparrow,  Minister  of 
Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife,  said  he  was 
delighted  that  Strathcona  was  the  first 
county  to  sponsor  a  Wildlife  '87  project  "I 
hope  this  serves  as  a  challenge  for  other 
counties  to  become  involved  in  Wildlife 
"87,"  he  added. 

Others  taking  part  in  the  ceremony  in- 
cluded Joy  Finlay,  National  Committee 
Chairman,  Wildlife  '87,  Cam  Finlay, 


Chairman,  Alberta  Wildlife  '87  Committee 
and  Jim  Common,  Reeve,  County  of 
Strathcona. 

Also  present  were  four  students  from 
Wes  Hosford  Elementary  School  -  Scott 
Bradshaw,  Brian  Holm,  Jeremy  Dilk  and 
Ross  Ambury.  These  students  helped  make 
the  reserve  a  reality  by  circulating  a 
petition  at  school  asking  for  a  bird  sanctu- 
ary. The  petition  was  later  accepted  by  the 
County  of  Strathcona. 

As  a  Wildlife  '87  project,  the  area's  na- 
tural features  will  be  preserved,  with  some 
development  permitted,  possibly  a  bicycle 
trail,  a  self-guided  nature  trail  and  interpre- 
tive displays. 

Several  habitat  projects  are  under  con- 
sideration, including  nest  boxes,  shelter- 
belts  and  improvement  of  the  deer  range. 
These  would  be  funded  through  the  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Trust  Fund  -  Buck  for 
Wildlife  program. 

In  April,  Mr.  Sparrow  dedicated  the 
Beehive  Natural  Area,  a  67-  sq.km  (26- 
square-mile)  site  north  of  Hidden  Creek,  96 
km  southwest  of  Calgary. 

(Continued  on  Back  Page) 


Events  planned 
across  province 
for  Forestry  Week 

With  Edson  serving  as  the  fcx:al  point 
of  activities,  National  Forestry  Week,  May 
3-9,  will  be  observed  across  the  province. 

A  parade  and  pancake  brunch  will 
launch  the  week  in  the  west-central  com- 
munity, which  was  chosen  by  the  Alberta 
Forestry  Association  as  this  year's  pro- 
vincial forest  centre.  The  opening  is  to  be 
followed  a  day  later  by  a  ceremonial  tree 
planting  and  dedication  of  a  mini  forest. 
Other  events  during  the  week  include  heli- 
tack  and  water  bombing  displays  by  the 
Alberta  Forest  Service,  logger  sports  and 
truck  rodeo,  and  guided  tours  of  fire  detec- 
tion facilities  and  Alberta's  Managed 
Forests  trailer. 

Grande  Prairie  will  stage  the  First 
Biennial  Northern  Alberta  Forestry  Show 
from  May  7  to  9  (see  story  in  this  issue). 

Week-long  activities  in  Lac  La  Biche 
include  film  presentations  and  talks,  color- 
ing and  poster  contests  and  tree  plantings, 
plus  tours  of  forest  plantations  and  areas 
where  timber  has  been  knocked  down  by 
high  winds. 

Displays  are  to  be  featured  in  two  malls 
in  Athabasca  and  talks  will  be  given  in  lo- 
cal schools.  Tree  planting  ceremonies  and 
seedling  give-aways  are  also  part  of  the 
Forestry  Week  observance. 

A  ceremonial  tree  planting  in  the 
Whitecourt  Trees  of  Canada  Plantation 
highlights  the  week  in  that  community. 
Other  events  include  mall  displays,  schools 
talks  and  a  poster  contest. 

Poster  and  essay  contests  will  be  held  in 
Footner  Lake,  along  with  an  open  house 
and  area  tours. 

Slave  Lake  observes  the  week  with  mill 
tours,  mall  displays,  an  open  house,  seed- 
ling give-aways,  poster  contests  and  logger 
sports  events. 

A  special  display  in  the  museum  is  the 
site  of  the  Forestry  Week  kickoff  in  Peace 
River,  which  also  plans  an  open  house,  tree 
planting  and  poster  contest. 

In  Edmonton,  a  "Walking  Tour  of 
Trees"  will  be  given  at  the  University  of 
Alberta.  Towards  the  end  of  the  week  an 
Arbour  Day  tree  planting  ceremony  is 
planned  for  the  city's  river  valley.  Among 
those  participating  will  be  Hon.  Gerald 
Merrithew,  Minister  of  State  for  Forestry, 
Hon.  Don  Sparrow,  Minister  of  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife,  Mayor  Laurence 
Decore  and  former  Lieutenant-  Governor 
Grant  MacEwan. 


J.  Finlay,  Common,  Sparrow,  C.  Finlay:  Plaque  unveiled  in  Strathcona 


New  policy 
gives  easier 
access  to  some 
land  data 

Hon.  Don  Sparrow,  Minister  of  For- 
estry, Lands  and  Wildlife,  responsible  for 
the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Surveying  and 
Mapping,  has  announced  a  new  policy  for 
giving  the  public  electronic  access  to 
government  land  data. 

The  new  policy  -  developed  in  co- 
operation with  Hon.  Ernie  Isley,  Minister 
of  Public  Works,  Supply  and  Services  - 
should  assist  in  the  development  of  a  more 
rapid  land  information  delivery  system.  It 
forms  part  of  the  provincial  government's 
initiatives  in  developing  a  provincial  Land- 
Related  Information  System  (LRIS) 
Network. 

When  implemented,  the  LRIS  Network 
will  be  a  marriage  of  computer  graphic 
maps  and  land  information  text. 

Benefits  of  having  this  information  in 
electronic  form  will  include  easy  access  to 
land  information,  less  duplication  of  re- 
cords, and  fast  transmission  of  information 
to  areas  remote  from  govemment  offices. 
Government  land  information  will  be  much 
more  accessible  to  the  general  public,  in- 
dustry, local  govemment,  researchers  and 
educational  institutions. 

The  proposal  was  developed  by  an 
inter-departmental  committee  of  senior 
govemment  officials,  the  Land-Related 
Information  Services  Steering  Committee. 
This  committee  will  oversee  development 
of  the  procedures  to  be  used  by  govemment 
departments  in  making  data  available  to 
the  private  sector.  These  procedures  require 
that  ministers  determine  what  departmen- 
tal land  data  will  be  available  to  private 
sector  organizations  and  individuals.  This 
process  is  now  underway  in  all  depart- 
ments with  land  data.  Each  departement 
will  also  determine  a  fair  price  for  access 
to  information. 

The  new  policy  allows  for  electronic 
access  to  the  type  of  land  data  now  distri- 
buted to  the  private  sector  in  paper  form. 
Such  access  will  allow  the  private  sector  to 
use  land  data  in  a  form  more  valuable  for 
analysis  and  decision  making. 

Implementation  of  the  Electronic 
Access  to  Govemment  Land  Data  Policy  is 
an  important  first  step  in  the  Land-Related 
Information  Systems  Network.  All  Alber- 
tans  will  benefit  from  decisions  being  made 
on  the  best  available  information.  Individu- 
als will  also  benefit  from  land  data  being 
available  in  an  electronic  form  compatible 
with  advanced  information  technologies. 


Bertie  Beaver 


Hansen,  Bertie,  Stevenson: 
Presentation  on  Highway  16 


Preparations  were  well  under  way  at  the 
end  of  April  for  another  season  of  fighting 
forest  fires,  according  to  John  Benson, 
Director  of  the  Forest  Protection  Branch  of 
the  Alberta  Forest  Service. 

The  forest  headquarters  had  akeady  be- 
gun manning  forestry  lookout  towers,  start- 
ing with  those  close  to  the  protection 
boundary  near  settlements.  As  the  season 
progresses  and  conditions  begin  getting 
drier  in  the  back  country,  lookout  personnel 
will  move  into  towers  in  those  areas,  then 
into  mountain  towers.  The  manning  opera- 
tion will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  May 
or  the  first  part  of  June,  says  Mr.  Benson. 

Another  part  of  the  annual  preparation  is 
the  intensive  training  that  takes  place  from 
the  latter  part  of  April  to  the  middle  of 
May.  Those  involved  in  this  training  in- 
clude helitack  crews,  initial  attack  crews, 
bird  dog  officers  and  air  tanker  base 
managers.  Most  of  the  training  is  carried 
out  at  the  Forest  Technology  School  in 
Hinton,  but  courses  are  also  provided  in  the 
different  regional  forests. 

A  sure  sign  of  a  new  season  getting 
under  way  was  the  start  of  weather  brief- 
ings at  the  Provincial  Forest  Fire  Centre  in 
Edmonton  toward  the  end  of  April.  Reports 


with  Rick  Hansen 

Bertie  Beaver  joined  the  Rick  Hansen 
tour  during  the  wheelchair  crusader's  recent 
trip  through  Alberta. 

A  plush  toy  version  of  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service  symbol  was  presented  to 
Hansen  on  Highway  16  west  of  Entwistle 
by  a  clerk-typist  from  the  Provincial  Fke 
Centre  in  Edmonton, 

Laura  Ann  Stevenson,  a  volunteer  van 
driver  in  the  Man  in  Motion  caravan,  says 
she  thought  it  would  be  "kind  of  neat"  to 
give  one  of  the  toys  to  Hansen  and  when 
she  checked  with  a  superior  in  the  depart- 
ment he  agreed.  Hansen  himself  seemed 
happy  to  receive  the  gift,  she  says,  and 
asked  about  the  forest  service. 

After  the  presentation,  Bertie  joined 
hundreds  of  other  gifts  in  one  of  the 
caravan  vehicles  used  to  store  such  items 
while  Hansen  is  on  the  road. 

At  one  point,  Laura  Ann  rode  a  bicycle 
alongside  Hansen,  serving  as  kind  of  an 
outrider. 

She  calls  him  "a  fantastic  person,  a 
beautiful  person,  someone  who  cares  very 
much  for  people."  As  for  meeting  him  and 
serving  in  his  caravan,  Laura  Ann  says,  "I 
don't  think  I  will  ever  forget  it." 


come  in  from  stations  throughout  the 
province  and  the  data  are  then  analysed  to 
prepare  a  "fire  weather"  report,  which  is 
telexed  to  all  the  forests. 

Mr.  Benson  says  the  weather  recording 
network  is  being  extended  this  year  with 
the  addition  of  automatic  recording 
equipment  in  certain  remote  areas.  As  well, 
two  new  stations  will  be  added  to  the 
lightning  detection  system  and  others  have 
been  upgraded. 

The  forest  service  expected  to  receive 
two  more  Canadair  CL-215  amphibian  water 
bombers  in  June  and  July  under  a  co-opera- 
tive agreement  with  the  federal  govemment 
that  saw  two  of  the  aircraft  join  the  service 
last  spring.  Now,  however,  the  two  new 
bombers  are  not  expected  until  mid  August. 

Mr.  Benson  says  his  branch  hopes  this 
year  to  increase  public  awareness  of  some 
of  the  protection  programs  like  helitack  and 
initial  attack. 

"We  have  moved  considerably  from  a 
low  tech  to  a  high  tech  in  terms  of  sophis- 
tication in  doing  some  of  the  protection 
business,"  explains  the  director,  "and  we 
want  to  create  that  degree  of  public 
awareness  of  the  protection  program  here  in 
Alberta." 


Forestry  lookout  towers  manned 

as  preparations  made  for  new  season 


Resource  Evaluation  and  Planning  Division 
NEWSLETTER 


The  Resource  Evaluation 
Planning  Division  (REAP)  sup- 
plies a  variety  of  services  to  the 
Department  of  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife,  other  government  departments, 
and  the  public,  including  integrated 
resource  policy  and  planning,  resource 
inventory  and  information  services,  and 
aerial  photography  and  resource  mapping. 

This  two-page  report  has  been  prepared 
to  mark  REAP's  10th  anniversary.  It  covers 
the  structure  and  activities  of  this  busy  and 
productive  division  and  some  of  its  major 
accomplishments  in  recent  years. 

REAP  is  headed  by  Assistant  Deputy 
Minister  Les  Cooke.  John  Harrower  is 
Director,  Resource  Evaluation,  Ed 
Wyldman  is  Director,  Resource  Planning, 
and  M.  Mohan  is  Director,  Program 
Support. 


Integrated  Resource  Managment 


Almost  two-thirds  of  Alberta's  land  base 
is  made  up  of  land  publicly  owned  by  the 
people  of  Alberta.  These  public  lands 
provide  the  province  with  a  rich  variety  of 
natural  resources  -  minerals,  timber, 
forage,  water,  fish  and  wildlife.  Public 
lands  therefore  contribute  significantly  both 
to  the  province's  economic  well-being  and 
to  the  recreational  enjoyment  of  residents 
and  visitors  alike. 

It  was  with  the  aim  of  ensuring  that  the 
province's  resources  are  used  to  achieve  the 
greatest  benefits  for  present  and  future  gen- 
erations of  Albertans  that  the  government 
adopted  its  Integrated  Resource  Manage- 
ment (IRM)  philosophy  in  1977  (see 
Renewable  Resources  Newsletter,  July 
1986). 

This  philosophy,  recognizing  the  inter- 
relationship between  resources,  promotes 
co-operation  and  communication  among 
resource  managers  and  users.  A  team 
approach  is  used  in  decision-making,  with  a 
great  deal  of  consultation  and  public  input 
taking  place  before  any  decision  is  made. 

Integrated  Resource  Planning  (IRP)  is  a 


component  of  this  management  philosophy. 

Plans  are  developed  by  teams  of 
resource  specialists  from  various  depart- 
ments who  bring  to  the  process  different 
views,  concerns  and  interests.  The  plans 
may  provide  general  goal  statements  for 
large  regions  of  the  province  or  specific 
guidelines  for  the  management  of  a  local 
area.  Thus  plans  are  developed  at  regional, 
sub-regional  and  local  levels. 


Les  Cooke  -  Assistant  Deputy  Minister 


The  planning  process  benefits  from  a 
great  deal  of  public  involvement.  Individu- 
als, groups  and  companies  are  encouraged 
to  participate  in  the  public  sessions  where 
plans  are  explained  and  discussed,  and  they 
are  kept  informed  about  progress  on  a  plan 
through  information  bulletins  and  other 
notices.  To  date,  more  than  8,500  individ- 
uals, groups  and  companies  have  partici- 
pated in  the  planning  process. 

Another  important  role  in  the  public  in- 
volvement program  is  played  by  the 
Alberta  Integrated  Planning  Advisory 
Committee.  Established  in  1981,  this 
committee  is  made  up  of  representatives  of 
thirteen  province-wide  resource  user 
groups.  Every  month  it  meets  to  discuss 
major  public  land  policies  and  review 


progress  in  the  integrated  planning  pro- 
gram. Committee  members  offer  valuable 
suggestions  on  planning  priorities  and  on 
issues  within  planning  areas. 

Integrated  resource  planning  is  REAP's 
lop  priority  for  public  land  management. 
The  goal  is  to  complete  planning  for 
Eastern  Slopes  within  three  years  and  for 
all  provincial  public  lands  within  ten  to 
fifteen  years.  Sub-regional  plans  will 
eventually  cover  85  percent  of  Alberta's 
total  land  base. 

As  of  April  30,  nine  plans  had  been 
approved  by  Cabinet  and  one  approved  by 
the  Minister.  These  plans  cover  a  total  of 
36,648  sq.km.  (14,150  sq.mi.).  Planning  is 
now  underway  on  six  local,  ten  sub- 
regional  and  four  regional  plans. 

Integrated  resource  planning  provides  a 
number  of  economic,  administrative  and 
other  advantages  to  the  province  and 
Albertans.  By  offering  a  clear  definition  of 
goals  and  objectives,  it  reduces  the  poten- 
tial for  conflict  among  the  government, 
developers  and  the  public,  and  saves 
decision-making  time  for  resource  manage- 
ment agencies. 

Each  plan  identifies  opportunities  for 
private  sector  development,  including  har- 
vestable  timber,  potential  for  resort  projects 
and  agricultural  expansion  areas.  At  the 
same  time  the  plan  provides  conservation 
protection,  which  results  in  creation  of 
areas  like  the  Bighorn  Wildland  Recreation 
Area  in  the  Nordegg-Red  Deer  River  Sub- 
Regional  Plan. 

Finally,  the  integrated  planning  process 
promotes  greater  public  acceptance  of  plans 
by  encouraging  full  public  participation  at 
each  step  along  the  way. 


Importance  of  Information 

Full  and  factual  information  is  the  key  to 
good  decision  making. 

That  is  why  the  Department  of  Forestry, 
Lands  and  Wildlife  places  such  high  values 
on  information  in  carrying  out  its  mandate 
to  manage  the  province's  natural  resources 
for  the  people  of  Alberta. 

Today's  information  needs  are  being  met 
by  two  groups  within  the  Resource  Evalu- 
ation Branch.  The  Natural  Resource 
Information  Services  group  is  responsible 
for  providing  resource  data  and  information 
to  the  resource  management  agencies  of  the 
department.  These  include  inventories  such 
as  ecological  land  classification,  vegeta- 
tion, land  use  and  climate;  the  development 
of  resource  evaluation  procedures;  resear- 
ching neccessary  data  sets,  etc. 

The  Resource  Mapping  group  supplies 
a  wide  variety  of  information  products  in 
the  form  of  maps,  brochures,  illustrations. 


graphics,  aerial  photography,  as  well  as 
digital  cartographic  data.  The  traditional 
method  of  information  collection,  analysis 
and  presentation  is  being  automated  and 
some  computer  maps  are  now  being 
produced. 

In  1981,  approval 
was  given  to  deve- 
lop the  Provincial 
Digital  Base  Map- 
ping Program,  the 
first  provincial 
digital  map  produc- 
tion project  ever 
undertaken  in 
Canada. 

When  completed  in 
1991,  the  program 
will  have  produced 


Ed  Wyldman  -  Director 
Resource  Planning 


3,030  digital  maps  files  covering  the  prov- 
ince and  made  up  of  about  30  billion  bytes 
of  computer  data.  All  future  land  related 
information  will  be  registered  to  this  base 
once  it  is  completed.  Products  from  the  digi- 
tal base  mapping  project  will  form  the  foun- 
dation for  future  automation  of  a  wide  range 
of  natural  and  resource  data  and  will  allow 
for  improved  analysis  and  display  of  such 
information.  The  program  is  a  joint  effort  by 
REAP,  the  Alberta  Bureau  of  Surveying  and 
Mapping,  and  the  private  sector. 

Developing  concurrently  with  the  Digital 
Base  Mapping  Program  is  the  Natural  Re- 
sources Information  System.  This  is  a 
concept  that  provides  through  automation 
for  the  collection,  retrieval,  evaluation  and 
analysis  of  all  Alberta's  land,  energy  and 
natural  resource  information.  It  links  data- 
bases through  automated  maps  into  explicit 
and  powerful  support  tools,  a  common 
information  base  that  supports  resource 
management  decisions  with  the  full  under- 
standing of  all  resources  and  land  commit- 
ments. 

Encompassing  an  integrated  network  of 
information  systems  within  the  Department, 
the  information  system  makes  it  possible  to 
analyze  and  evaluate  collected  data,  taking 
into  account  ecological,  social  and 
economic  factors.  In  recent  years  there  has 
been  a  move  towards  including  stronger 
social  and  economic  information  in  the 
decision-making  process. 


Achievements 

Lxjoking  back  over  the  past  ten  years  into 
REAP's  role  in  providing  information 
products  for  the  people  of  Alberta,  we  find 
several  significant  achievements. 


Integrated  Resource  Planning 

The  development  and  maturation  of  the 
integrated  planning  program  has  brought 
about  significant  changes  in  the  planning 
fabric  of  our  province.  Planning  teams  and 
resource  users  are  working  together 
offering  a  clear  definition  of  goals  and 
objectives  for  each  plan  area.  In  doing  so 
these  plans  reduce  the  potential  for  conflict 
among  the  government,  developers  and  the 
public  and  thus  save  decision-making  time 
for  resource  management  agencies.  As  of 
April  30, 1987,  nine  plans  had  been 
approved  by  Cabinet  and  one  approved  by 
the  Minister.  Planning  is  currently 
underway  in  an  additional  six  local,  ten 
subregional  and  four  regional  areas. 

Regional  Organization 

REAP's  regional  co-ordination  service 
was  established  as  part  of  the  departmental 
re-organization  initiative  to  provide 
effective  program  co-ordination  and  co- 
operation in  the  integrated  management 
and  planning  fields.  Its  primary  function  is 
to  facilitate  decentralized  decision  making 
in  the  planning  and  management  of  public 
lands  and  resources.  The  Regional 
Resource  Co-ordinators  have  been  instru- 
mental in  providing  inter-agency  co- 
ordination and  the  integration  of  planning, 
policy  and  management  activicty  within 

the  regions.  Repre- 
senting REAP  on 
all  matters  related 
to  planning  and 
resource  invent- 
ories, they  provide 
access  to  central- 
ized resource  infor- 
mation, evaluation 
and  mapping  ser- 
vices, and  assist  in 
making  all  services 
of  the  Division 
available  to  the 


John  narrower  -  Director 
Resource  Evaluation 


regions.  Each  of  the  four  regional  areas  is 
represented  by  a  regional  Resource 
Co-ordinator.  They  are  located  in  Leth- 
bridge.  Rocky  Mountain  House,  Peace 
River,  and  St.  Paul. 

Phase  3  Forest  Inventory 

It  became  clear  in  the  late  1960s  that  the 
province  needed  a  more  detailed  and  accu- 
rate picture  of  the  forest  resources,  and  the 
Phase  3  Forest  Inventory  commenced  in 
1972.  REAP  teamed  up  with  the  Alberta 
Forest  Service  when  the  Division  was 
formed  in  1976  to  obtain  the  necessary 
information. 

During  the  period  1976-1984,  the  Division, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Alberta  Forest 
Service,  determined  the  quality,  quantity 


and  location  of  the  forests  in  an  area 
covering  more  than  322,000sq.km.  or 
approximately  124,000  sq.  mi.  Phase  3 
Inventory  will  provide  the  information 
required  for  future  management  of 
Alberta's  forests  for  integrated  use  in- 
volving timber,  watershed,  recreation, 
fish  and  wildlife  habitat,  cattle  grazing  and 
industry  (see  Renewable  Resources  News- 


letter, September 
1986).  Since  the 
completion  of  the 
forest  inventory, 
major  forest  indus- 
trial expansion  has 
occurred  as  a  result 
of  the  findings  in 
Fox  Creek-Grande 
Cache,  Edson, 
Drayton  Valley  and 
Whitecourt. 


Af .  Mohan  -  Director 
Program  Support 


Alberta  Land  Inventory  (ALI) 

The  closing  of  the  Canada  Land  Inventory 
program  in  the  early  1970's  within  Alberta 
saw  the  beginning  of  the  Alberta  Land 
Inventory  program.  This  program  contin- 
ued on  where  CLI  left  off  in  Alberta.  It 
provided  a  variety  of  evaluation  maps  on 
the  themes  of  forestry,  agriculture,  wildlife, 
soils,  etc.  At  a  scale  of  1:250,000  this 
program  provided  continuity  throughout 
the  province  in  the  form  of  mapped 
resource  evaluations.  When  REAP  was 
formed  in  1976,  it  assumed  responsibility 
for  this  program  and  guided  it  to  a  success- 
ful completion  in  1979. 

Natural  Resource 
Information  Directory 

The  maintenance  and  production  of  the 
Natural  Resource  Information  Directory 
has  given  the  Department  a  single  source 
reference  guide  to  available  natural 
resource  information.  This  project  was 
instrumental  in  highlighting  the  need  for 
fast  and  accurate  referencing  to  existing 
data  sets.  The  rapidly  advancing  fields  of 
data  analysis  and  manipulation  may  prove 
to  antiquate  this  reference  guide.  However, 
lessons  learned  in  the  formation  of  this 
product  will  become  major  building  stones 
in  the  development  of  the  future  data 
dictionary  and  directory  systems. 


REAP  Offices  are  located  in 
Petroleum  Plaza,  North  Tower, 
9945-108  St,  Edmonton,  T5K  209. 
The  telephone  numbers  of 
the  branches  are  as  follows; 
Program  Support;  427-3506, 
Resource  Evaluation;  427-3505 
Resource  Planning;427-3608 


Buck  for  Wildlife  funds  help  develop 
multiple-use  pond  in  Lloydminster  park 


A  cheque  for  $295,000  from  the  Buck 
for  Wildlife  fund  has  been  presented  to  the 
City  of  Lloydminster  to  develop  a  multi- 
use  pond  in  the  Bud  Miller  All-Seasons 
Park  in  that  community. 

The  funding  will  enable  the  city  to 
double  the  size  of  an  existing  pond,  provid- 
ing a  much-needed  recreational  angling 
facility  for  residents  of  the  border  city  and 
surrounding  area. 

When  completed,  the  four-hectare 
pond,  with  a  maximum  depth  of  seven 
metres,  will  be  stocked  with  about  5,000 
rainbow  trout  annually.  In  addition  to 
angling,  it  will  also  be  used  for  paddling 
and  skating. 

The  city,  which  is  contributing  about 
$90,000  toward  the  development,  is  respon- 
sible for  purchasing  land  for  the  expansion, 
supervising  construction,  refilling  the  pond 
when  required  and  maintaining  the  site. 
Work  is  expected  to  be  completed  this  fall. 

Dave  Borutski,  supervisor  of  Fisheries 
Habitat  Development  with  Forestry,  Lands 
and  Wildlife,  says  development  of  a  fishery 
in  the  Lloydminister  area  has  been 


a  priority  for  some  time.  At  present  there  is 
only  a  small  pond  about  5  km  from  the  city 
plus  two  lakes  70  and  100  km  away. 

"They  have  really  limited  recreational 
fishing  opportunities  in  that  area,"  says  Mr. 
Borutski.  "The  park  pond  will  provide  ter- 
rific opportunities  for  recreational  angling 
for  residents  of  Lloydminster  and  the 
Vermilion  River  County." 

Bud  Miller  All-Season  park  is  named 
after  the  former  MLA  for  Lloydminster 
who  served  as  Associate  Minister  of  Public 
Lands  and  Wildlife  from  1979  to  1982.  Mr. 
Miller  is  now  chairman  of  the  Advisory 
Council  on  Heavy  Oil  and  Oil  Sands 
Development. 

The  cheque  to  the  city  of  Lloydminster 
came  from  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Trust 
Fund  -  Buck  for  Wildlife  Program.  Hunters 
and  fishermen  in  the  province  contribute 
annually  to  the  fund  through  a  special  levy 
on  licences.  Landowners,  organizations  and 
businesses  also  contribute  both  money  and 
material.  The  funds  and  material  are  used  to 
retain,  improve  and  develop  fish  and  wild- 
life habitat  across  Alberta. 


Grande  Prairie  hosts  tiiree-day 
Nortliern  Alberta  Forestry  Stiow 


A  series  of  seminars  and  a  panel  discus- 
sion will  highlight  the  First  Biennial 
Northern  Alberta  Forestry  Show  in  Grande 
Prairie  May  7-9. 

The  three-day  event  also  features  dis- 
plays of  state-of-the-art  forestry  equipment, 
grandstand  shows,  lumberjack  competition 
and  tours  of  the  Alberta's  Managed  Forests 
trailer.  Close  to  200  display  booths  are 
expected  to  be  set  up  in  Clarkson  Hall  and 
Lewis  Hawkes  Pavilion. 

The  Forest  Industry  Development 
Division  has  been  co-ordinating  a  major 
exhibit  for  the  show.  The  theme  will  be  the 
services  provided  to  the  public  by  the 
Department  of  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife. 

Guest  speaker  at  the  opening  luncheon 
will  be  Hon.  Don  Sparrow,  Minister  of  the 
Department. 

The  seminar  talks  are  being  given  by 
representatives  of  both  the  private  and  pub- 
lic sector.  Peter  Blake,  a  forester  technician 
with  Canadian  Forest  Products,  will  speak 
on  reforestation  methods  practised  in  the 
Grande  Prairie  area.  He  is  to  be  followed 
by  Dave  Cook,  a  silviculture  forester  with 
the  Alberta  Forest  Service,  who  will  speak 
on  "Obtaining  Crown  Timber  in  Alberta". 
The  third  seminar  talk,  on  "Forest  Manage- 
ment 


Planning  -  Integrating  Other  Uses",  will  be 
given  by  Rick  Watson,  forest  planning 
manager  with  Proctor  and  Gamble. 

"Beyond  Basic  Forestry"  is  the  topic  of 
the  panel  discussion,  moderated  by  Prof. 
Jack  Heidt  of  the  University  of  Alberta's 
Faculty  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry.  The 
two  speakers  making  presentations  are 
Ross  of  Stora  Forest  Industries  and  Peter 
Hugh\  Affleck  of  MacMillan  Bloedel. 
Panel  members  are  John  Drew  of  AFS, 
Brian  MacDonald  of  Proctor  and  Gamble, 
Chris  Anderson  of  Canadian  Forest 
Products,  and  Ross  Waldren  of  the 
Canadian  Forest  Service. 


Appointment 


Paul  Short  has  been  appointed  Director 
of  the  Renewable  Resources  Branch  of  the 
Forest  Industry  Development  Division. 

Mr.  Short  was  previously  manager  of 
Policy  and  Co-ordination  Services  in  the 
Resource  Evaluation  and  Planning 
Division.  In  his  new  position  he  will  help 
facilitate  interest  in  renewable  resource  de- 
velopment, other  than  forestry,  on  Alberta's 
public  Lands. 

The  Forest  Industry  Development 
Division  offices  are  located  in  Room  930, 
9942  -  108  Street.  Telephone  422-7011. 
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Gaining  Momentum 


Un  nouvel  essor 
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Festival  highlight 
of  Wildlife  Week 

A  four-day  festival  at  the  Provincial 
Museum  in  Edmonton  was  one  of  many 
activities  staged  throughout  the  province  to 
mark  National  Wildife  Week,  April  5-12. 

In  other  centres  Fish  and  Wildlife 
officers  and  biologists  visited  schools  and 
community  groups,  giving  talks  on  wildlife 
and  showing  videotapes.  Displays  on  the 
Use  Respect  Program  and  the  Outdoor 
Observer  Hotline  were  featured  in  malls  in 
Red  Deer  and  Hanna.  Poster  contests  were 
held  across  the  province  to  illustrate  the 
week's  theme,  Join  Hands  in  Wildlife 
Conservation  -  Wildlife  Needs  You. 

One  of  the  events  at  the  Edmonton 
festival  was  a  multi-agency  program  of 
displays,  hands-on  exhibits  and  equipment 
demonstrations,  each  staffed  by  biologists 
to  answer  questions.  Equally  popular  with 
visitors  were  the  films  on  bighorns  and  the 
mysterious  black-footed  ferret.  The  films 
were  shown  several  times  in  the  museum 
auditorium. 

The  festival  was  opened  with  an  address 
by  former  Lieutenant-  Governor  Grant 
MacEwan  on  "The  Moral  Aspects  of 
Conservation".  Later  in  the  week  there 
were  guest  lectures  by  John  and  Janet 
Foster  on  today's  conservation  concerns 
and  by  Dr.  Jim  Butler,  who  looked  ahead  to 
wildlife  and  recreation  in  the  year  2000. 

About  30  organizations,  government 
agencies,  clubs,  societies  and  foundations 
involved  in  conservation  participated  in 
Alberta's  oberservance  of  Wildlife  Week. 


Sparrow,  MacEwan  at  opening  ceremonies 


Hotline  helping 
wildlife  officers 
to  nab  violators 

Statistics  from  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division  of  Forestry,  Lands  and  Wildlife 
point  up  the  value  of  the  Outdoor  Observer 
hotline  in  catching  persons  who  violate  the 
province's  hunting  and  fishing  regulations. 

Since  the  24-hour  toll-free  hotline  was 
established  in  October  1985,  the  division 
has  recorded  a  success  rate  of  31.3  per  cent 
in  nabbing  wildlife  violators  in  the  act, 
compared  to  a  5-7  per  cent  rate  previously. 

The  division  credits  the  improved 
results  to  the  public  being  better  informed 
and  providing  better  information  on 
violations. 

More  than  3,600  calls  have  been  re- 
ceived on  the  hotline,  with  1,191  of  them 
related  to  illegal  hunting  and  fishing 
activities. 

A  breakdown  of  the  statistics  shows  that 
367  calls  dealt  with  offences  in  progress, 
and  115  of  these  calls  resulted  in  the  laying 
of  201  charges  and  14  warnings.  There 
were  also  557  general  information  calls, 
which  refer  to  possible  wildlife  violations. 
Twelve  charges  were  laid  and  three 
warnings  issued  as  a  result  of  these  calls. 

According  to  the  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Division,  the  most  common  types  of  viola- 
tions reported  on  the  hotline  were  hunting 
without  a  licence,  use  of  an  illegal  appara- 
tus, illegal  possession,  allowing  wildlife  to 
spoil,  hunting  during  a  closed  season,  tres- 
passing, night  hunting  and  fishing  in  closed 
streams. 

Enforcement  officers  still  require  public 
assistance  in  reporting  more  serious  offen- 
ces such  as  illegal  trafficking,  nightlighting 
and  over-the-limit  possession  of  fish.  They 
urge  Albertans  to  continue  their  support  of 
the  Outdoor  Observer  program  to  protect 
the  fish  and  wildlife  resource. 

The  hotline  number  is  1-800-642-3800. 


Hoffman,  Bickley,  Hunley,  Mathers,  Stambaugh 


Lt.  Gov.  presents 
Silver  Awards  to 
Junior  Wardens 

Four  Junior  Forest  Wardens  and  their 
leader  from  the  Sylvan  Lake  JFW  club 
have  received  the  Duke  of  Edinburgh's 
Silver  Award.  The  award,  which  recog- 
nizes achievement  in  a  number  of  areas, 
was  presented  by  Hon.  Helen  Hunley, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Alberta,  at  a 
Government  House  ceremony. 

Lachlan  Bickley,  Doug  Stambaugh, 
Norm  Hoffman  and  Shayne  Mathers 
received  awards  for  completing  JFW  club 
activities,  including  first  aid  training, 
planning  and  participating  in  extended 
wilderness  trips,  and  constructing  canoes 
for  club  use.  Supervisor  Gary  Mathers  was 
recognized  for  his  leadership  of  the  group. 

Two  members  of  the  Whitecourt  Junior 
Forest  Wardens  -  Shelly  Hills trom  and 
Charlene  Morin  -  also  received  the  Silver 
Award,  for  participating  in  the  JFW 
program  through  their  schoool. 

The  Duke  of  Edinburgh's  Award  offers 
many  young  people  a  challenge  to  en- 
deavor and  achievement  through  participa- 
tion in  a  balanced  program  made  up  of  a 
choice  of  activities  of  Service,  Expeditions, 
Hobbies,  Design  for  Living  and  Physical 
Fitness. 


Natural  Areas  -  Continued 

This  site  has  been  called  a  "Uving 
museum"  of  wildlife  and  old-growth  forest. 
It  includes  grizzly  bear  habitat,  summer  elk 
range,  bighorn  lambing  sites  and  more  than 
2,000  acres  of  trees  dating  as  far  back  as 
300  years. 

Managed  by  the  provincial  government 
as  a  potential  natural  area  since  1974, 
Beehive  will  now  be  protected  under  the 
Wilderness  Areas,  Ecological  Reserve  and 
Natural  Areas  Act  to  preserve  the  habitat 
while  encouraging  recreational  and 
educational  use. 

Later  in  April  Mr.  Sparrow  and  Hon. 
Tom  McMillan,  Federal  Minister  of  the 
Environment,  announced  that  a  110-hectare 
(270-acre)  site  on  the  Sturgeon  River  adja- 
cent to  the  St.  Albert  city  limits  was  desig- 
nated a  natural  area  as  a  Wildlife  '87 
project 

This  natural  area  is  sponsored  by  the 
Riverlot  56  Natural  Area  Society  whose 
12,000  members  include  the  Boy  Scouts 
and  Girl  Guides  of  Canada,  St.  Albert 
Protestant  Board  of  Education,  St.  Albert 
School  District  No.  3  and  the  St.  Albert 
Nordic  Ski  Club.  Under  the  direction  of 
Doreen  Miller,  the  society  worked  hard  to 
receive  government  support  and  grants  to 
build  and  groom  trails. 

Riverlot  56  is  valuable  for  recreational 
and  educational  use  because  it  is  an  island 
of  natural  public  land  located  in  a  region  of 
privately  owned  agricultural  land  and  land 
developed  for  residential  housing.  It  offers 
good  wildlife  habitat  and  recreational  trails 
and  is  used  for  hiking,  cross-country  skiing 
and  nature  observation. 


More  information? 

If  you  would  like  to  obtain  more  informa- 
ion  on  the  contents  of  this  newsletter  or  any 
other  information  on  the  policies  or  pro- 
grams for  renewable  resources  in  Alberta 
please  write  or  telephone  the  Communica- 
tions Branch,  at  the  address  below. 

Renewable  Resources  Newsletter 
is  published  ten  times  a  year  by  the 
Department  of  Forestry,  Lands  and 
Wildlife,  Government  of  Alberta. 
Deputy  Minister:  F.W.  McDougall. 

Editor:  Hugh  Calder, 
Communications  Branch 

Comments,  questions  and  suggestions  are 
always  welcome.  Please  contact  the  Editor, 
Renewable  Resources  Newsletter, 
910,  9942  -  108  Street  Edmonton,  Alberta 
T5K  2J5 


